
Requirements, Say What? 
Vaccine Requirements for 
Childcare and Schools. 

 



Objectives 

• Explain the importance of 
childcare, preschool/school 
immunizations and 
maintaining high 
immunization rates. 

• Discuss school and childcare 
immunization 
requirements. 

• Review childcare and school 
immunization rates. 

 



Definitions 

• Child Care 
– Care for children by an adult for daily periods of less than 24 hours, 

whether that care is for daytime or nighttime hours.  

• Preschool  
– A place or facility that provides on a regular basis educational 

instruction for children 5 years or younger and: 

• Serve no child younger than 5 for 3 hours a day; and 

• Serves no child 5 years of age for more than 6 hours a day. 

• School 
– A place or institution for teaching individuals, the curriculum of which 

is composed of the work of: 

• Any combination of pre kindergarten through grade 12 

 



Definitions 

• Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 

– Medical and public health experts who develop 
recommendations for use of vaccines 

• Statutes or codes 

– Laws that are written by the state legislature 

• Administrative Rules of Montana 

– Primary purpose is to elaborate on the requirements of 
the statutes. 

– Rules further define the law. 

 



Definitions 

• Healthy People 2020 

– A science based 10-year national objective for 
improving the health of all Americans. 

– Several objectives are about immunizations 

• Objective IID-10 sets a target of 95% coverage for each 
childhood vaccine in a child care or school setting. 

 

www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/immunization-andinfectious-disease/objectives 



MCA 20-5-408. Enforcement 

 (2) Each governing authority shall file a written 
 report on the immunization status of all pupils 
 under its jurisdiction with the department and 
 the local health department at  times and on 
 forms prescribed by the department. 



Summary of ARM 37.114.720 

• REPORT OF IMMUNIZATION STATUS 
– (1) A report on immunizations status of the pupils in every school 

must be sent each year to the State on a form provided by the state. 

– (2) Report must include the immunization status of all pupils and must 
be submitted by December 1 of each school year. 

– (3) A copy of the report must be sent concurrently from the school to 
the local health department. 

– (4) The school must keep a record of any change in the immunization 
status of a pupil from that stated on the report. 

 



Why Do We Need Immunizations? 

"One in eight children at risk for measles, analysis shows: Under vaccination leaves nearly 9 million vulnerable to 
contagious disease." ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 8 October 2015. 
<www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/10/151008142235.htm>. 

Washington state mumps outbreak 
nears 300 cases 
January 27, 2017 

Measles outbreak in Arizona is biggest of season so 
far 
By Susan Scutti, CNN 
Updated 1:22 PM ET, Mon July 11, 2016  

WHO warns of measles outbreak across Europe, 
over 500 cases. BBC March 28, 2017  



What Makes Childcare and School 
Immunizations So Important 

Children in child 
care, preschool, 
school can infect: 



Communicable Disease in  Montana 
Involving Schools or Childcare 2016 

• 27 mumps cases in two separate outbreaks 
related to travel outside U.S. 

• Chickenpox outbreak in K-8 school, 75% 
unvaccinated. 



What are Childcare and School 
Immunization Rules? 

• Students attending preschool/school and child care must 
comply with Montana school and childcare immunization 
requirements to protect against diseases. 

• Children must be vaccinated against certain vaccine 
preventable diseases at ages and intervals according to  the 
Administrative Rule of Montana. 

• Montana school and childcare immunization requirements 
refer to the most current Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices. 



Group of medical and public health experts 
that develops recommendations on how to 
use vaccines to control diseases in the US 
among the civilian population. 

Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices (ACIP) 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/about.html 



What does ACIP Consider When They 
Develop the Immunization Schedule 

• Safety and effectiveness of the vaccine when given 
at specific ages. 

• Severity of the disease. 

• The number of children who get the disease if there 
is no vaccine. 

• How well a vaccine works for children of different 
ages. 

 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/conversations/downloads/vacsafe-acip-
color-office.pdf 



What ACIP Recommendations Do for 
Montana? 

• Increase public protection by: 
– Preventing infectious diseases 

– Providing a set schedule that standardized best clinical 
practices for all providers 



ARM 
37.95.140 

Immunization                                
Requirements for 
      Day Care Facilities 



Required Immunizations for Montana 
Child Care 

1 dose Polio 

1 dose DTaP 

1 dose Hib 

2 doses polio 

2 doses DTaP 

2 doses Hib 

 2 doses polio 

 3 doses DTaP 

 * 2 or 3 doses 
Hib 

 2 doses polio 

 3 doses DTaP 

 1 dose MMR 

  * 1 dose of HIB 
given after 12 
through 15 
months of age 

3 doses polio 

4 doses DTaP 

1 dose MMR 

1 dose 
Varicella 

*1dose of HIB 
given after 12 
through 15 
months of age 

 

 

By 3 
months 
of age 

By 5 
months 
of age 

By 7 
months 
of age 

By 16 
months 
of age 

By 19 
months of 
age 

* Varies on vaccine type used 



2015 Child Care Assessment 

• 985 registered child care facilities 

• 648 facilities were reviewed 
– 18,734 records were reviewed 

– 17,419 records were up to date on required vaccines 

– 93% of children were up to date 

• 234 children had no immunization record on file 

• 43 children had medical exemptions 

• 20 children had religious exemption for Hib vaccine 

• 148 children had a conditional attendance 



2016 Child Care Assessment 

• 962 register child care facilities 

• 625 facilities reviewed 
– 18,495 records were reviewed 

– 17,523 records were up to date 

– 95 % of children were up to date 

• 182 children had no immunization record 

• 50 children had a medical exemption 

• 23 children had a religious exemption to Hib vaccine 

• 112 children had a conditional attendance 



HES-114 Religious Exemption for Hib 
Vaccine Child Care 



Mako’s Retirement Party 



ARM 
37.114.702 

General 
Immunization           
Requirements for 
        All Schools 





Haemophilus Influenza type B (Hib) 

One dose after the 1st birthday. Required 
for pre-school only.  

• Exception 

If child is older than 59  months Hib 
vaccine is not recommended. 



4 doses with one dose given on or 
after 4th birthday. 

• Exception 

5 doses will be required if all four 
doses given before the 4th birthday. 

Diphtheria, Tetanus, acellular Pertussis 
(DTaP) 



1 dose required for 7-12th grade IF 
students are 11 years of age or older. 

•Exception 

Tdap given between 7-10 years of age 
counts for the 7th grade requirement. 

Tetanus, Diphtheria, acellular Pertussis 
(Tdap) 



Polio (IPV or OPV) 

3 doses with one dose given on or 
after 4th birthday 

•Exception 

4 doses of polio will be required if 
all three doses given before 4th 
birthday 



Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) 

Preschool requires 1 dose 

K-12 requires 2 doses 

•Please remember 

Dose 1 given ≥ 1 year of age 

≥ 4 weeks separate the 2 doses  



Varicella (Chickenpox) 

Preschool requires 1 dose 

K-12 requires 2 doses 

• Please remember 

Dose 1 given ≥ 1 year of age 

≥ 4 weeks separate the 2 doses  



2 Ways to Document Immunity : 
Varicella Disease 

Option 1  

• Diagnosis or verification of a history 
to varicella disease  or herpes zoster 
(shingles) by a healthcare provider 
(MD, DO, NP, PA) 

Option 2 

• Blood test showing titer for immunity 

• A nurse may sign the document if 
they have the laboratory 
confirmation report. 



4 Day Grace Period 

• Vaccines given 4 days or less before the minimum 
interval or age are valid. EXCEPT for the 28 day interval 
for MMR and varicella. 

• Example:  

– MMR vaccine given 3 days before 12 months of age is valid. 

– MMR vaccine given 5 days before 12 months of age is invalid 
and must be repeated. 

 



ARM 
37.114.715 
Medical   
Exemption 

ARM 
37.114.716 
   Religious 
       Exemption 



ARM 37.114.715 Medical Exemptions 



ARM 37.114.716 Religious Exemption 



ARM 37.114.710 Conditional Attendance 



DPHHS-115 Varicella History 
Documentation 



Montana Kindergarten School 
Assessment 2015-2016 



Montana Kindergarten School 
Assessment 2011-2016 



Montana Kindergarten Exemptions 
Assessment 2011-2016 



Percentage of public and private school students enrolled in  
pre-k through 12th grade with religious exemptions 



Morning After the Party 




